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THE GATHERING. 


This is a subject that should not be neglected by the servants of God in their 
instructions to the Saints. The command to gather out from among the nations 
to Zion, is as binding upon the Latter-day Saints, as the command to “ repent and 
be baptized” is upon the world at large. The gospel of the last flays is, most em- 
phatically, a principle of gathering. It not only requires mankind to forsake their 
sins and work righteousness, but it requires them to forsake the land of their birth 
and those scenes that have been familiar to them since the earliest days of their 
childhood; also, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters and friends (if they will not ac- 
company them), and flee to a land God has pointed out by revelation as a place 
of refuge, where He has promised to preserve them as in the hollow of His hand 
from the evils about to be poured out upon the earth, provided they will continue 
to keep His commandments. The cry from the stronghold of Ephraim is,“ Gather 
out ye Saints of the Lord, tarry not; the strength of the Lord’s house” is needed 
inthe fruitful vallies of the mountains; come on, 35 rich with your gold, your 
silver, and your precious things; come on ye skilful artisans, and join with us 
in rearing up a house to the name of the Lord of Hosts; and in establishin 
workshops for the manufacture of every thing ne for the comfort cn 
well-being of the Saints of the Most High; and in making the resting place of 
lis people glorious. I feel like saying to every man who has the means of gather- 
ing to Zion,—What do ye here? why are ye not using all diligence to fall the 
ommandments of the Lord your God? = 

There are hundreds of young unmarried men in the Church throughout the 
British Isles, who with close economy might soon be able to emigrate to Council 
Dluffs. Every spring there is great demand for able bodied young men to act as 
eamsters, and to serve in different capacities, in the companies preparing to cross 
the plains; therefore, any faithful, energetic young man can — depend upon a 
hance of being taken to the Valley, with a reasonable amount of luggage, for his 
labours during the 2 ; also, able bodied young women can generally meet with 
opportunities of going ©) families in the capacity of servants. Those young men 
tan do more in the Valley towards assisting their friends and relatives to emigrate 
in one year, than they could do in five. years in this country, and, furthermore, they 
mill be where the Lord wants them. : | 

What heart-cheering prospects does the Perpetual Emigration Fund open to the 
Lord's poor in these An I trust that the Saints will be alive to the importance 
of swelling this fund. Remember that it is the Lord's fund for the gathering of 
His poor. Who is there that will not feel willing to make deposits in sueh a bank, 
and thus lay up treasures, where moths will not corrupt, nor thieves break through 
and steal? Does the Lord stand in need of the pennies of the poor, or the pounds 
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of the rich to enable Him to gather the poor among His * No, verily no; 
but He wishes to prove His Saints, and see who of the rich will help the poor, anj 
who of the poor will help themselves,—that He may help them. | 

The Saints in this country can do a great deal towards helping themselves in 

this matter if they will go to work we energy and zeal. Jesus said, “ Aj 
things are possible to them that believe. othing can be truer than this saying, 
Who will undertake to place limits to the exaltation in knowledge, power, dominion 
and glory of the Saint of God who believeth and doeth all things whatsoever th, 
Lord commands him? Man can not,—and the Lord will not. at becomes of 
all the schemes concocted by the wise men of the nation, for the emigration of the 
poor to the New World, when compared with the plan now to us unde 
the head of the Perpetual Emigration Fund, for the gathering of the poor Saints? 
They sink into insignificance. 

Let us examine for a moment the plan adopted for this great work of the gather. 
ing. First: we will su that the Saints raise TEN THOUSAND POUNDS ster. 
ling for this purpose by January, 1851. This, with what can be done by the indi. 
viduals themselves, would emigrate five hundred persons, or about one hundrej 
mechanics with small families, and fifty or sixty young men (mechanics), and aly 
enable them to transport their tools and a s amount of machinery to the Valley, 
where they would arrive in the fall of the same year. Here — would be set to 
work immediately (at liberal wages) to establish the various manufactories so much 
needed for the welfare and comfort of the Saints who have gathered, and all who 
will gather to the vallies of Ephraim. After they have provided themselves with 
the common necessaries of life, their surplus earnings would be applied to the liquids. 
tion of the debt incurred in their emigration. We may reasonably expect that they 
would be enabled to pay the full amount of the cost of their transportation, to the 
authorities in the Valley, in time for it to be sent to England by January, 1854; or, 
three years from the date they left their native land; and no doubt the more fortu- 
nate among them would be enabled to send more or less means (extra) to assist 
their fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters to emigrate. Again, suppose the Saints 
left behind should continue to push forward the good work, and should be enabled 
to raise twenty thousand more by January 1852; this, with what the indi. 
viduals themselves would be able to raise, would emigrate fifteen hundred persons, 
for it would not be necessary for this latter company to take so much machinery 
with them, in proportion to their numbers, as the first company. The Saints stil 
left behind could raise another twenty thousand pounds by January 1853, and 
another twenty thousand by January 1854. By this time the ten thousand pounds 
sent out in 1851 will have been sent back to swell the fund for 1854, to thirty thou- 
sand pounds, and every year after this, twenty thousand pounds can be returned to 
swell the funds that may be raised in this country from year to year. By the spring 
of 1854 we may safely calculate that the fund raised in the Valley and in different 
parts of America, from year to year, will have accomplished the purpose for which 
~ —— raised, viz., the emigration of the poor Saints from the western states to the 
e 

Asthe fund is perpetual, it will then be added to the fund raised in this country, 
and will be sufficient to transport, from the Bluffs to the Valley, all that the thirty 
thousand pounds on hand here will emigrate to that place. The average e 
pense per head, from Liverpool to Council Bluffs is £5 (£6 for adults and £4 f 
children), consequently six thousand persons can be emigrated by this fund in 184 
—eight thousand persons in 1855, and so on—the fund increasing every year by ti 
donations of the Saints in all the world, until, as President Young observes, * whe 
the time comes that a nation is born to God in a day, they can be on their way t 
Zion the next.” Let us thank the Lord for the comfort and consolation given iy, 
the faithful poor among His people in the prospects held out to them of soon being 

ered to ZION by the PERPETUAL EMIGRATION Funp. Where is the Sait 
whose heart will not leap for joy at the glorious prospect’? where is the ma 
worthy the name of Saint, who will not rejoice to put his shoulder to the whee 
and help, to the best of his ability, to roll on the Acer work ? 
Some persons may think strange that we should think of establishing manu 
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THE GATHERING. 195 
10; MM tories in the wilderness, without going to enormous expense in transporting heavy 
nd , across the plains to the alley. To such I will say,—the supply of 
nter power is unlimited, and independent of this, the mountains of Ephraim will 
u produce the coal, iron, &c., &c., and the hands of patient ind will use the ma- 
Al ials the God of nature has furnished in such abundance, and manufacture the 
terials 

ng. machinery on the spot. 
ion The above is merely a rough estimate, and may be too large, or, as is most likely, 
the Ml. way be far too small, but it is sufficient to show that the Saints can help them- 
ot I selves greatly, in their emigration to Zion. As I said before, the Lord helps those 
who will help themselves; and the greater the exertion the Saints will make to help 
de themselves in a righteous cause, the greater will be the assistance they may reason- 
ts! MM ably expect to receive from the Lord. 

ilst writing upon this subject, I will offer a few remarks to the presidents of 
et: Mi branches. A few days since I was in conversation with a president of a branch of 
ber. MM the church, not a hundred miles from Liverpool: the subject of the emigration 
di. I fund came up. I asked him how he was getting along in his branch towards swel- 
ling this fund; the answer was, “ We have not done anything towards it yet, for 
e we have been waiting for the president of the conference to come round and set us 
ley, going.” I was surprised to see that so good and faithful a man as the one I was 
to iking with should be so far behind the times. By reading President Richards’ 
ach adress, published inSTaR No. 9, it will be seen that the presidents of branches have 
rho duty to perform as well as the presidents of conferences. The presidents of con- 
. ferences will see to it, that this subject be faithfully présented before the le in 
da, their public congregations, and adapted to the capacity of all ;” also “ let the presi- 


bey Ml dent of each branch appoint a good and fai man to receive whatever may be 
tie paid in, and keep a true and faithful account thereof, with the full name of the 
0 3 and the name of the branch and conference in which they reside.“ And 
tu. furthermore, I would refer all presidents of branches, who wait to be commanded 
sist in all things, to a revelation of God, recorded in the 6th paragraph of the 18th section 
int ofthe Book of Doctrine and Covenants, “For behold it is not mete that I should com- 
ed Mf mand in all things ; for he that is compelled in all things, the same is slothful and not 


awise servant ; wherefore he receiveth no reward. Verily I say, men should be anxi- 


on, onsly engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will, and bring 
ier) Mito pass much — — for the power is in them wherein they are agents unto 
. themselves; inasmuch as men do good, they shall in nowise loose their reward. 


I will also offer a few remarks to those who are possessed of limited means, yet 
have sufficient, with close economy, to take them to St. Louis or to Council Bluffs. 
There are many of this class who are waiting to earn a little more, so as to be en- 
abled to lay in a quantity of clothing sufficient to last them for years—thinking, 
pethaps, that they are going to a country where such things cannot be had. Good, 
lain, substantial clothing is good capital to take west, if a person has it, or if they 
are possessed of means in abundance to emigrate to the Valley over and above that 
which they spend for clothing. Many kinds of clothing can be had as cheap in 
America as in England, and even if — are not 80 1 means to — — 
with are as much easier obtained as to far more than make up the difference. 

From the superabundance of labourers and mechanics in this country, a man is 
lable to be thrown out of employment at any time, with a strong probability of re- 
mining out until his little’savings are exhausted, and himself and family 2 to 
want. Some comfort themselves with the idea that if they are suddenly thrown out 
of employment, and the season of emigration to the Bluffs, by way of New, Orleans, 
is passed, they can go by way of New York. Asa caution to all who have this idea, 
it 18 only ee inform them that it will cost as much from New York to St. 
Louis, as it will from Liverpool to New Orleans—and the fares to New York are 
always higher than to New Orleans, therefore they may expect to pay double as much 

St. Louis by way of New York as a New Orleans. Furthermore, in consequence 
of the vast influx of emigrants into New York and other eastern states, who neither 
uve the means nor the inclination to go further west, there is almost as great a 
tuperabundance of labourers and mechanics there as in England. It is, therefore, 
lauwise to take that route if it can be avoided. 
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It is wisdom for every Latter-day Saint, who has from £4 to £5 per head fy 
each member of his family over one year of age to emigrate without delay. Th; 
will be sufficient to take them to St. Louis, where, if — — be faithful, and ay 

sed of common energy, they can find employment h the winter, suff, 
cient for their support and to enable them to proceed to the Bluffs in the spr; 
where they can buy houses and improvements from those preparing to cross ie 
plains to the Valley—for a ey 8 part of the original cost. A young brothe, 
who went from Glasgow in the winter of 1849, writes to his friends that he hu 
purchased a small log ouse and twelve acres of land, enclosed and under cultin, 
tion, A a good well of water at his door, for fifteen dollars, or rather more thy 
£3 sterling. 

Small 1 will generally range from £3 to £10, and large ones frog 
£10 to £50 each. Those improvements were made by the Saints who settled ther 
after their expulsion from Nauvoo. As soon as they had got beyond the presen 
reach of mob violence, they went to work with their accustomed zeal and perseve, 
rance to build houses, and to enclose, break up» and cultivate large tracts of land; 
and soon the unbroken solitude of the wilderness gave place to the busy hum d 
active life: The soil being extremely fertile, they reaped rich harvests in retun 
for the labour of their hands; and were soon enabled to fit themselves out for ther 
journey to the still richer vallies of the mountains. They sold their improvement, 
for a very small remuneration, to their poorer brethren that continued to arrive frog 
different parts of the United States, and from England, Scotland, and Wales, why, 
following in the footsteps of those who preceded them, planted, sowed, and rea 
in spring, summer, and autumn, built wagons during the winter. months, and, wha 
their young cattle had grown into teams, they were enabled to proceed on thet 
journey to the “far west,” leaving their houses and farms to be occupied by th 
hundreds and thousands of their brethren who are constantly flocking unto ths 
great half-way house of the Saints of God in their gathering to Zion. 

The land is not yet in market, and probably will not be for years to come, 
By a law of congress the pioneers in new settlements obtain certain rights of pr 
emption, which secure to them peaceable possession of the public lands free frog 
all taxes, until they come into market for sale, and then their right of pre-emptia 
secures to them the preference over every other purchaser. he government 
bound to let them have the land at about 5s. per acre, no matter what the value d 
it may be when exposed for sale; or they are privileged to sell their rights d 
pre-emption to other purchasers. With such opportunities as these an industriou 
man, with the common blessings of heaven, will soon be enabled to accumula 
sufficient to enable him to go to the Valley. To show the great contrast betwee 
the situation of a poor man at Council Bluffs and a poor man in England, it is o. 
necessary to state that employment is 8 labourers get 3s. per day, and m 
chanics get from 4s. to 6s. per day. The best of wheat flour can be bought fa 
10s. and sometimes for 8s. per 100 lbs.; Indian corn meal, (equal to oat-meal as 

bread-stuff,) costs from Is. to 1s. 6d. per bushel of 50 Ibs.; potatoes cost 4d. pe 
stone; beef from Id. to 2d. per pound; pork from Id. to 2d. per pound. G00 
milk cows cost from £2 to £3 each; calves, a year old, can be bought for 128. 0 


Wood for fuel can be had for the cutting and hauling, or, if a person pref@ 
buying, it can be had for 4s. per cord of 128 cubic feet. Here there are no ren 
to pay—no police dues—no poor rates, &c., &c. The Latter-day Saint who da 
not faith enough to gather, with such prospects before him, will never have fat 
2 to go forth without purse and scrip to preach the gospel to the nations 


Many of those who have considerable means really squander it away by the ti 
they get to the Bluffs, in buying a thousand little imagimary comforts that 
about as useful to them ia the journey that is before them as the fifth wheel te 
wagon : indeed they are rather an injury than otherwise, for they take up room! 
the wagons that is indispensahly neceseary for the carriage of more useful article 
Such persons had far better. their money until they get to the Bluffs, u 
Jearn what things they want for the journey that is before them. 7 
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Valley. They therefore buy up a quantity of watches, jewellery, jack-knives, 
sistols, coats, pants, &c., thus locking up their surplus means in merchandise, 


oxen, cows, wagons, &c., at Council Bluffs. Many persons have met with 
fond of gew-gaws, nor of exchanging the legitimate and more profitable 
ness of * for that of a — 


probably look more favourably upon the clothing, provided he was in want 
suit for himself; but then there would be only one chance in ten whether or n 


the proper authorities for counse 

what e want, lay it out judiciously. 
An 

without materially injuring your own emigration, contribute liberally to the 

ithfal, He will control the winds and waves for your benefit, and stay the 


the subject of the Perpetual Emigration Fund with the proper zeal, and hope 
to hear that the good work is rolling on with accelerating speed in other 


leity has preponderated. It is more than probable that there is no faithful La 
Zion. It is an old sayings and a true one, that 
tle says, to know God is life eternal.” If we are faithful, the greater 


ion to that degree of intelligence, power, and glory t 
us fo live and dwell eternally in the presence of God. Hence, woe unto him 


A DIALOGUE, 
BY JOHN HYDE, 
BETWEEN A JEW; A CHRISTIAN, AND A LATTER-DAY SAINT. 


ihe fine gold become dim;“ how fearful the fall—how foul the apostacy that 
pathy which Christians of all denominations for your hapless condition— 


rhich we make for the conversion of your ple, and —— 


&s circumstances will allow. 
Christian.—I accept the challenge. When your nation was right, then you 


your Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, &c., men who bore the au- 


aracterised the career of your people. Oh! 2 little think how deep is the = 

ee ow 
many are the prayers, how strong is the faith, and how strenuous are the exertions 
Jew.—Oh, Christian, how abortive, futile, and vain are your exertions, faith, 


prayers and all! But you have charged my nation with apostacy : I challenge your 
ablity to sustain that charge. Every law of Jehovah unchanged we keep, so far 
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Another class seem very anxious to become merchants in a small way, so that 
hey may be enabled to turn a penny over two or three times between this and the 


guns, 
with 


the hope of being able to exchange it, at a considerable advance upon cost, for 


con- 


siderable loss and inconvenience by such a course as this. When they get to the 
Bluffs they find that the close, calculating, Yankee cattle dealer is not at all 


busi- 


ar of watches and smallwares. He would 


of a 


ot he 

would be enabled to encase his brawney form in a “ good fit,” out of the small 

stock generally carried out by these inexperienced outfitters. Brethren, eschew 

this small trading, keep your — until you get to Council Bluffs, then apply to 
, and, after you have come to a knowledge of 


now, while you are making preparations to gather yourselves, do not forget 
the poor among your brethren, whom ‘you are Jeaving behind. If you can do so 


Per- 


ual Emigration Fund, and the Lord will bless you for it; and, if you continue 


hand 


of the destroyer in your midst, whilst journeying to the land of the Saints’ rest. 
Iam glad to see that the Saints in some of the conferences have taken hold of 


soon 
con- 


ferences. It is to be feared that many of the more able among the Saints, both in 
this land and in the land of America, have been deceiving themselves for years 
with respect to their desire to gather to Zion; and that they have been, almost 
consciously, weighing the blessings of heaven in the balances against the god of 
his world—gold; and that, most unfortunately, the side containing the yellow 


tter- 


lay Saint who is not conscious that his opportunities for the acquisition of know- 
ledge, pertaining to the things of God, will be — multiplied when he gets to 
nowledge is power ; and the apos- 


our 


facilities for the acquisition of knowledge,—the more = will be our a 
at will, ultimately, enable 


that 


sat ease, either in Zion or out of it, for he shall suffer loss. Eni B. Ketseyr. 


Christian.—Good morning, Mr. Israelite. I never meet one of the seed of 
Abraham without feelings of pity. I think of the words of Jeremiah—“ How is 
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thority, and who uttered the mandates of the Eternal to nations and em 
Where is now the thunder of the 8 voice, that ranged the * om of Jn. 
dea? Magnificent spirits, before whose lightening glance 7 — whether lofty 
or lowly, prince or —— — Where are your elders and priests of the anoin:. 
ed lines of Melchizedec an on? Where are the Urim and the Thummin, the ligh; 
and the truth, whose radiant glistenings shed a halo of glory around your once ez. 
alted nation? Where is the unity that once proved your nation to be the church 
and kingdom of God, when you ied in one temple, sacrificed on one altar, whe 
ti 


no jar ever broke the enduring harmony of prophets Fy by One of Teak 
Where, in and 


oh, Israelite, are those jewels that once sparkl the midst of J 

bore indisputable proof that God was with His people? Your nation was the 
right; these radiant glories distinguished you from all other people. Oh, Jey, 
these glories are gone—their absence proves the apostacy of your nation ! 

Jew.—Christian, your description of my nation anciently is true; but I deny 
your inference ; those inspired men and marvellous manifestations were given to el. 
— our religion at the first, but were discontinued, I suppose, because no longer 
needed. | | 

Christian.—Oh ! Jew, your suppositions are not proofs. While the Eternal wa 
with your nation He spoke to you—spoke to your nation through the meek-hearted 
Moses—the lispings of the infant, and the warnings of the aged ue!—=the power. 
ful and impassioned declaration of the enthusiastic Elijah—the burning visions of 
the son of Amos—the wailings of the sorrowful Jeremiah—the bold blunt thunder. 
ings of the plain-speaking Ezekiel. Oh! Jew; apostacy is branded upon the very 
brows of your people. | | | 

Jew.—Christian, you cry apostacy. Open your eyes—see our splendid syns 
—— g our profound and deeply learned Rabbis—listen to their eloquent 
and recondite sermons, adorned with all that is distinct in thought, sublime in lan 
guage, rich in rhetoric, and gorgeous and fascinating in imagination. Apostacy! 

the respectability of our standing, the extent of our charities, the piety, prayer, 

and studies of our holy men. Apostacy, indeed! 

Christian.—Oh! Jew, a set of jarring Rabbis, with their contradictory read. 
ings, renderings, and interpretations—their eloquent and bewildering wranglings 
are a poor substitute for the certainty of an inspired prophet’s voice; for the mo 
ment you admire the hair-spliting ingenuity displayed by your Rabbis; but whe 
you inquire which is right, the mists of confusion close upon you in all ther 
racking uncertainty, and involuntarily you sigh for the certainty of inspired teaching. 
Je. — Christian, Iam compelled to admit what-you affirm. The iron of uno. 
tainty has often entered into my soul, but yet I will not admit apostacy. Is there 
not great good arising out of division of opinion and numerous sects? See how 
they strive to surpass each other in numbers and synagogues—how they strive to 
excel in holiness, and prayers, and learning, &c. 

Christian.—Oh! Jew, this was the exact condition of your nation when Jesu 
Christ came to restore your sectarian strifes of seven sects of Pharisees, three ot 
four of Essenees, Saducees, and others too numerous to name. Jesus declared, thi 
with all your readings and renderings, long prayers and fastings, your encompastilg 
sea and land to make a proselyte, was all a eee that ripened its votaries fer 
perdition. Jew, a state of division is a state o 1 724 

Latter-day Saint.—Oh ! Christian, I also wi 45 that I may be refreshed. 
You — well and conclusively. I have listened with rapture to truthfd 
description of the glories that gleamed around the descendants of Abraham, wha 

is big ests, u ets, dreams, visions, the glistening 
Thummin. How are a: ——j fallen? The Jew is indeed in apostacy—out of 
from his olive tree. Christian, what have you to offer sufficient to rescue him from 
his lost and fallen condition, to restore him to the enjoyment of the undimmed 
_ glories, and the unveiled splendours that once, as you say, distinguished his pe 
ple from all others on earth? 

Christian. Mormon, I have to present to the Jew our glorious Christianity. Jt 
would indeed be a blessed thing if they would embrace Christianity. _ | 
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Latter Saint.—Christian, the Ohristiani on recommend presen ts a spece 
tacle a — 


din. Jew.—Oh ! Christian, you said our divisions in the time of Jesus proved our 


light apo 17 you are a hundred fold more divided, therefore a hundred fold more 
te | 
ters — Saint.—Never was conclusion more valid and inevitable! 
Christian.—Thou Mormon fanatic, of an impostor, what dost thou 
irit? Nrnow of the beauties and glory of the religion of the blessed Jesus. . 
anil Latter-day Saint.— hristian, calling coarse and odious names argues a shallow 
then mind; bitter words come from a bitter fountain, a bitter heart, and hearts thus 
Jew, bitter are called new and converted! What is the difference between the so-called 
new and the old? except that the new one is tenfold more deceitful than the old ! 
deny To bitter words I return pity. Christian, every argument by which you proved 
> ee Vewish apostacy can be levelled with more crushing and withering effect in proof 


of Christian apostacy. It is unjust to condemn a man or principle until you have 
heard what can be stated in proof of the innocence of the one or the soundness of 
he other; be calm, therefore—be unprejudiced ; passion blinds—prejudice breaks 
he understanding. Oh! Christian, in sadness I inquire where is the church and 
ingdom established by Jesus Christ, with the radiant mildness that gladdened the 
yeart of believing, repentant, and baptised thousands with the spirit to guide into 
the truths of heaven, that in certainty save—with apostles, prophets, dreams, visions, 
and ministering angels to expand the mind with knowledge, and enlarge the — — 
ties of the heart for enjoyment—the healings, through the elders—anointing with oil 
b give relief to the bodies of suffering Saints. The work to be done required persons 


— ho were qualified for the task by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost; none less N 
lan. lied could have done the work then —none other can do the work now. Oh! 


Christian, I ask where is the kingdom? Has the Immutable One changed, or has 
man grown so great as not to need blessings so good and divine? 
Christian.—Mormon, I admit that the church as described in the Testament is 
not now seen. Apostles, prophets, dreams, visions, inspired men, and miraculous 
manifestations were given to establish our glorious Christianity—they are now no 
longer needed. 

_ Latter Saint.—Men do not now need their souls led into all truth by the 


ber pirit, nor to have things to come shown them! they must not nowe what Early. 
ing. day Saints had and enjoyed; we may look as a hungry man looks on food, but 
cet- Mmwithout hope of tasting it! and, Christian, is this the empty system you offer a Jew 
sere in exchange for his religion? | 

don (Kristian. — admit again, oh! Mormon, these blessings would be delightful, if 
ee had them. See, however, our splendid colleges and institutions of learning, our 


gorgeous cathedrals, churches, and chapels—our men who fast and pray, and travel 
rer sea and land to convert men—our numerous instances of people being saved. 
| Jew.—Oh! Christian, we have Rabbis as learned as your Doctors. ve you 
ine buildings for worship? so have we. Have you learned writings and eloquent 
ermons? so have we. ve you extensive charities? so have we; no Jew in- 
bits a workhouse! Have you commentaries, and renderings, and int 
tions profound and erudite? so have we. Oh! Christian, what have you that we 
mave not. You say my people are not what they were once, neither are you ; you 
ay We are in 
Latter-day Saint.—Most conclusive, oh! Christian. This Jew, without know- 
ing it, has been proving Paul to bea true prophet. He said befare the second coming 
Christ there would be a “great apostacy.” How — — Christianity 
allen from the sublime standing given to it in the beginning; a kingdom with the 
ppirit to guide and unfold truth—apostles, &c. to administer—laws to obey, clear, 
pain, and definite. and be baptised for remission of zin, — power 
great as Gabriel’s, knowledge, high as the throne of God, felicity lasting as eternity ! 
Lock around and see how men, honest and sincere, guess and grope like those that 
ate blind when led by the blind. See, in their penitent meetings, they roar like 
ears, or mourn like doves. See the divines endeavouring to patch and prop their 
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believe Luke. If I am to reject the testimony of four, surely I ought to reject the 
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several systems, and every patch creates a greater rent—every new remedy app]; 
creates wile more grinding than those sought to be removed, See, steht a 
strife, division after division—men one moment praying most sanctimoniously, 
and the next emptying out their wrath and indignation upon each other. — 
Oh, says one, they are reforming the church. What! the finite reform a church 
planted by the Infinite! Reform the Jaws of that Being who regulates the 
planets as they move in their orbits. What preposterous folly. The church of 
God cannot be reformed by man. Christian, bring your acute mind to the honest 
investigation of the Church of Latter-day Saints, and you will find by comparison 
that the apostate condition of the christian world indicates a disastrous fulfilment 
of the prediction of Paul. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ad. 
vocates the restoration predicted by John in Rev. xiv. 6. That angel has come—th 
everlasting gospel has been brought back to be preached to every nation and lan. 
e—the — — nation and language among the rest. 
ristian.— I am compelled to admit, that although your arguments are new and 

strange to me, they appear to be dictated by a spirit that is intelligent and kind. 
You say the angel has come; I cannot believe this without conclusive evidence: 
have you such to give? | 

Latter-day Saint.—Christian, you believe, I presume, that Zechariah, Mary, 
and Cornelius saw angels? | 

Christian.—Yes ; certainly I do. | i 

Latter-day Saint.—So do I. Pray state the conclusive evidence” upon 
which — found your belief? Have you the personal testimony of Zechariah, 
Mary, Elizabeth, or Cornelius ? | 

Christian.—No, I have not; but I have the testimony of Luke who wrote the 
of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. 
tter-day Saint.—Then upon the single testimony of one man, Luke, you be. 
heve angels appeared to Zechariah, Mary, and Cornelius. Now, mark me; Joseph 
Smith saw angels. I have his personal testimony, repeated and reiterated at all 
times and under all circumstances, through his career traced in sorrow and suffer. 
ing, and which terminated in blood! This testimony is confirmed by the testimony 
of Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery,* and David Whitmer, who, in their testimony in 
the preface to the Book of Mormon, affirm „they saw the angel and heard the 
veice of God” attesting the divine mission of Joseph Smith. These three wit. 
nesses are yet living: they were members of the Church of Latter-day Saints ; for 
unfaithfulness they were excommunicated from the church; yet, notwithstanding 
this, they still firmly adhere to their former testimony. What did they gain by 
their testimony? Suffering and sorrow, having been driven from city to city, from 
place to place. It is contrary to human nature for men to lie wilfully for the sake 
of suffering. Men in general shrink from suffering, at times even on behalf of 
truth. I have, therefore, stronger evidence to believe Joseph Smith than I have to 
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oo = gamma of one. I ought and do receive the testimony of both Luke 
Christian.—I admit that the argument is fairly stated, and the conclusion in- 
evitable, if the character of the testifiers is trust-worthy. Pious persons, however, 
affirm that Joseph, Martin, Oliver, and David were bad men. | 
Latter-day Saint.—Pious men, who prayed often and fasted frequently, affirmed 
that Jesus and His — were foul impostors, vile sabbath-breakers, gluttony 
wine-bibbers, treasonable persons, not fit to live. Do you judge Jesus by the te 
timony of — enemies? No, you judge His character, & c., by the testimony o 
friends. Pursue the same line of judgment toward Joseph Smith, and the issue i 
: : his bosom burned with a love to humanity, manly, frank, and Godlike. 
You believe in the testimony of Moses as to the wonders recorded in the Pent» 
teuch, ze Moses killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand! Joseph Smith 
never did anything like that. You believe and receive the Psalms and Proverbs 
yet David and Solomon sinned foully and fearfully. Let your reason and comma 
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lied — and judge righteous judgment. A false prophet will ever teach some- 
iſter — alse Joseph taught in perfect accordance with scripture, just as a true pro- 
18] et must do. 

5 ag rete ask pardon for any ebulition of unkind feeling on 7. I must 
rch ink over these things; this conversation has impressed me with a far more favor- 
the able opinion of the doctrines of your Church than I previously held. 

h of Latter-day Saint.—Heartily, freely, and fully granted. love and pity huma- 
nest MN nity, down trodden as it is. Oh! I long for the time to come when destruction, 
ison MN prompt and resistless shall envelope the systems that have exerted such baneful influ- 
nent I ences upon society—that have debased the human family, and shut out the light of 
ad. revelation from the world; but the day is nigh when the reign of righteousness 
- the shall be established when the cruel disparities that crush into misery, or blast into 
lan. crime shall be annihilated—when the gospel in its glorious light and liberty shall 


sway its mild sceptre over renovated humanity. The world understands not the 
Church of Latter-day Saints; but hear me when I now affirm what the world will 
one day know—that in this now despised church are the very principles so plain, 
and yet so powerful, that they will ere long shatter the blood-cemented systems of 
Babylon—principles that in their own triumph will raise mankind to their own lofty 
level, and for suffering humanity’s sake may this issue be speedy. Even so. Amen 


— — — — — — — — — — 


The Latter-vay Saints Millenntal Star. 


JULY 1, 1850. 
INCREASED CIRCULATION OF THE STAR TO OVER TWENTY. 
TWO THOUSAND COPIES.— With this number we commence the increased 


— issue of the Star. The semi-monthly circulation of this valuable publication, now 
t all amounts to over TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND copies. We shall print several hundred 
fer. copies (extra) of each number, which will be distributed among the conference agents, 


ony MM with the request that they will use every exertion to get them introduced into the 
principal stationers shops throughout the kingdom, and exposed for sale. It is ex. 
wit pected that, for the present, the book agents of all the branches of the church in the 


for British Isles, will be more than willing to bestow their labour gratuitously in this 

ding general effort for the more extensive circulation of the Srar, so that we may be 
n enabled to let the booksellers have them at the rate of 7s. y 100, with the under- 
rom 


standing that all unsold copies will be taken back at the end of each month. It is 
probable, that through this means, many thousand copies of this organ of the church 
in the British Isles may be circulated among the people, that could not otherwise be 
done. It is possible that in many of the branches, the present subscribers will have a 
greater or less number of copies which they will wish to dispose of by sale, and con- 
sequently will be enabled to supply the booksellers in their immediate neighbour- 
hood without any additional number being sent from this office. Should such be 
the case in any of the conferences, we request the book agents to inform us of the 


mel act as soon as convenient, as we do not wish to print a greater number than will 
onze sufficient to supply the demand. 

— We are happy in being enabled to state that the conferences have, without excep. 
* ion quadrupled their subscriptions for the Stan. This is truly praiseworthy. We 
ine. to all, do not be in a hurry to dispose of your extra copies, for if kept clean 


they will bring double or treble their cost by the time you get to the Valley; and, 
ia a day to come, they will be sought after with more avidity than fine gold. 


Som time in the fall of 1846, or winter of 1847, a large number of the 4th and 5th 
olumes of the Times AND SEASONS were deposited in the hands of the book agents 
W deveral of the principal conferences for sale. We now call upon those agents to 
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render an account to this office, imme liately, of the disposition of those books. Elder be } 
Taylor is now here, and wishes to settle with all persons who were appointed agents IM wit! 
for the sale of the Times anD SEasons at that time. : T 


rin 

Eros George B. Wallace, High Priest, arrived in Liverpool on Sunday the 9h N whil 
of June, in good health and spirits, per ship “ Hemisphere,” from Boston. offer 
expr 


PRESIDENT RICHARDS’ LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


Dear Brother,—According to Elder Wallace’s appointment, he will labour in the 
London Conference under the ee and counsel of Elder T. Margetts, who is 
doing a great and glorious work in that conference, as may be seen by reference to 
the conference report. Six hundred have been added to the church under his preai. 
dency during the past six months, and the prospect is, that the London Conference W 
will soon be the first in numbers in this kingdom. Truly the spirit of God is muni. Ning 
ficently bestowed upon those who faithfully declare the words of life, and also upon MM hold 
those who receive their testimony. Indeed it seems to be a — harvest time of Mf tl 
souls, and all the elements of discordant society seem to lend their genial influences IM have 
to ripen the public mind, and prepare the honest for a separation from the stubble, Mii witn 
and a gathering into the garners of the Lord before the more stormy season of the Nobed 
earthquakes, plague and sword shall have come on. And I would say to the elders, I cat 
seek to bestow your labours where the people are most ready to hear your words MM raise 
and obey them. As the wheat of the field does not all ripen equally soon, so the state 
people are not all equally ready to hear the truth; therefore thrust in your sickle who 
where the wheat is ripest, and there is no man who is diligent in his master’s busi- ing t 
ness, e. his faith by his life, but shall have great joy in bringing souls to HM with 
a knowledge of God. ; choot 

At the South Conference, held in Bath on the 19th of May, Bridport, and seve. those 
ral other branches in its vicinity, were detached, and organised under the presidency TI 
of Elder George Kendall, as the Dorsetshire Conference, numbering more than three mas. 
hundred mem the fruits of Elder Kendall’s labours; and we expect to see vith 
a more extensive field open along the English Channel in that region, and mam) disco 
added to the church that shall be saved. The faithfulness and zeal of the ministry num! 
in the South and Dorsetshire Conferences is commendable, and promises a rich in. Membr 

thering of souls for the future. About 1000 have been added to the South Con- Ta 
ference since its organization in November, 1847. | 

On Saturday, the 8th instant, Elders John Taylor, Lorenzo Snow, and Erastus 
Snow, left London for their several places of appointment on missions assigned them 
the former for France, aided by Elders Bolton and Pack—Elder L. Snow for 
Italy, via Southampton, accompanied by Elders Joseph Toronto, and T. B. H. 
Stenhouse—Elder E. Snow, via Hull, for Copenhagen, in Denmark, accompanied 
by Elders John Forssgreen and G. P. Dykes, Elder Peter Hanson having sailed 
on the 6thof May. Truly it was an occasion of great joy to these servants of God 
to meet with others of their brethren from Zion, and attend the London Conference 
on the 2nd of June, in the metropolis, at such a distance from their families and 
brethren, with whom we had stood side by side, in the common defence of our lives, 
and the lives of our brethren and families; but we were there for the word of God's 
sake and the ama of Jesus, and surrounded by a vast assemblage of Saints, 


who eet largely in the common joy that the knowledge of —eternal 
life—was about to be offered to the — ie the north and south, as well as the 
west of Europe. 


In contemplating the work of God in the British Isles as it now is, being the re 
sult of efforts bestowed in a day of smaller things, what may we calculate upon # 
the fruits of the labour that will be bestowed by —— heroes of truth, thes 
dauntless men of God, — — nations where they are going. It is incalculable 

to the human mind, nought but the revelations of — can manifest the 
| 9 will result from these missions, both in heaven and on earth, to those wh? 
through their testimony obtain deliverance from the powers of Satan, and 
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* DO NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND IT.” 


While it has been my happy lot, for a few 
ing the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, I 
balding 


ve had 
many of the honest in heart and “ meek of the earth” turn from the error 
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ints, bestowed 


F. D. Rrconarps. 


entirely devoted to preaches 


much cause to rejoice in be- 


of their ways, to serve the living and true God; and here I might observe, that I 
bare rejoiced with much gratitude of heart for the many blessings which I have 


witnessed bestowed 


upon the Saints, individually and an 
or 


obedience and faithfulness in observing the commands of God. 


Ican testify that the 


state of enjoyment and peace, which 


those who are searching for truth. 


discovering a perfect coincidence in all things. 


I am not about to complain of a thorou 
rather admire the carefulness of our frien 
2 and o 


ave ever st 


epth of soil—their fruit generall 
fore solicitous of investigation. 

search, for a season become friendly to the princi 
desire to possess a knowledge of their truth (and 
suddenly becomin 


man.“ 
remarks, 


Answer—By experience ; this is the 
knoweth the things of a man, save 
come to a 
wisdom ; as it will readily be con 
Gop is ite Aur gon. If so, how then 


oodness of God hath ever attended m 
raise the degraded children of Adam, from their truly mise 
th the understanding of all but those 


who possess it. As I have thus been humbly and pleasantly e ed—endeavour- 


ing to bring my fellow-beings out from under the influence of the confused and 
withering institutions of Babylon, I have seen and heard much that has led me to 
choose the above sentiment on which to offer a few reflections, for the benefit of 


po 


own 


through their 


humble efforts to 
le condition, to a 


The few who take the trouble to compare the ORDER—OnDINANCES—BLEsSs- 
iIngs—PROMISES—OPPOSITION—SLANDER, and PERSECUTIONS of this Church, 


with the Church of Christ in the days of former apostles, find little difficulty in 


Still I have heard, times without 


firm and nobly to their principles, 
report: yet I have a lively recollection of the parable of the sower, and if I was to 
gre preference, it would certainly be to those who receive “the seed” in some 
ing more abundant and abiding. 
evertheless I ee -_ — who, in their re- 
es of the gospel, evincing a great 
ad all but obeyed the gore 
dark in their minds, loose the light they had acquire 
ultimately realise the force of those words, “ my spirit shall not always strive with 
o save others from falling into the same vortex, I therefore offer a few 


we acquire a ge of its 
irit of man, “ even so the 
God.” The very fact of 


mth? If the things of man are known only by the 
mings of God knoweth no man, but by the Spirit 


number, such persons exclaim, “if I was certain your religion was of God, I would 

embrace it; but I must wait a little, as at present I do not fu 

h investigation of the work; indeed I 
„ Ihave seen some who believed, re- 

ed the commands of God at the first 2 of His servants; and 


understand it.” 


ough good and through evil 


I am there- 


Let me first enquire, how do men arrive at a full understanding of earthly things? 
and universal teacher; for what man 

e spirit of man which isinhim?” If the 
= les of the r-day Saints, had no higher origin than fallible man, all who 
ight easil ect understanding of them—by their own 

that which can be acquired by one, may be 
acquired by all. But he asserts without hesitancy, that his religion és from Heaven, 
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thousands of men and women, now bearing testimony that they have received a de, 
finite knowledge of the truth of this religion, since they complied with its requir, 
ments: and this acknowledgement giving all people to understand, if they had eve 
made a profession before, that the whole of their previous life, however sincere they 
may have been, had been spent in professing or pro ing an apostate religion, 
which they had inherited from their fathers, in which there was no profit: while 
others may have heard and read as much of our principles, yea more, whose abilitig 
and earthly experience may be far greater, still crying out if they did fully understand 
it they would obey it, is a great evidence of its truth; for the Son of God hath said 
“ Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” The natura 
man, says Paul, “ receiveth not the things of the spirit of God: for they are fool. 
ishness unto him, neither can he know them because they are spiritually discerned,” 
Did then our friends, who have heard the Elders of Israel, possess this understand. 
ing before they obeyed the laws of God—what dependence could we place on the 
words of inspiration? None whatever. But we rejoice that the word of God i 
sure and steadfast, as a nail in a sure place.” If any man will Do His will, k 
shall KNow of the doctrine whether it be of God.” Paul, in writing to those who 
had obeyed the commands of God, and“ were called to be Saints,” says, “the Spiri 
itself beareth witness with our Spirit, that we are children of God.” Peter testify. 
ing to a great and glorious truth, which the people of that day bitterly opposed be. 
cause they could not understand it (the resurrection of Jesus), affirms that “they 
were witnessess of these things, and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given 
to them that obey Him.” Paul, many years after this testimony from Peter, wrote to 
the Church at Corinth, “no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus ac. 
cursed :” and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 
John, another of the apostles, sums up the whole in a few words, “he that saith, | 
Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.“ 
I have been led to bring forth a few of many passages of scripture, to shew 
that it is only the obedient who can arrive at a full understanding of the way 
of God. Isaiah taught ancient Israel “if ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat the 
* of the land; but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword, 
or the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” And I ask, what more reasonable? If 
the Lord has a land choice above others, who so worthy to inherit it as the willing 
and obedient. In these last days the heavens have been opened, and a message 
sent to cheer the honorable of the earth with glad tidings, that the Lord had set 
His hand to fulfil the promises made to the fathers ”—making known principles more 
important, more transcendently grand, than ever had been entrusted to mortal man, 
—to establish a kingdom whose dominion shall extend from the rivers to the ends of 
the earth. If the great God hath risen to “do His work, His strange work; and 
bring to pass His act, His strange act,” who so worthy to come to an understanding, 
and partake of that knowledge, which to know and observé continually, is Efe eterna, 
as those who are willing and obedient in the 4 of God’s power? : 
How often has my mind been filled with light, and my bosom with joy, while! 
have thus poured out my soul, in pourtraying the blessings which pertain to the 
citizens of the kingdom—and as I thought had made the path of entrance so plait 
that “the wayfaring man, though a fool, might not err therein; when every nerté 
of my body had been exhausted, and my voice had almost lost its tone: when nothing 
would have filled my soul with so much joy as the willing obedience of thor 
searching for truth. Who can describe my feelings when I have listened to the 
old cry, I do not fully understand it, or I would embrace it.” ; 
Sometimes I have been ready to weep and wail for the stiffneckedness of tht 
people, and almost 2 — to act like Paul, shake my garments and tel 
them they had counted themselves unworthy of eternal life. Such, I have no doubt, 
has been the feelings of the most patient of the servants of God. One thing, how 
ever, I am certain of, such has been my own; and similar cogitations have | 
wees many midnight hours, while my aching body was seeking its rest from tht 
la of the day; till at last I have resolved to cast a reflex to paper, hoping it mJ 
meet the eye of investigators, that my labour may not be spent in vain. 
I have already observed I do not complain at, but rather admire a strict inves 
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e. Nation of the work we are engaged in. Making a profession in sectarianism, I 
v. iewed as a work of great importance, and could not for the life in me ever do so. 
er I tried to adopt the tenets of some particular class, but in vain. My research 
nong the heterogeneous mass of confused modern christianity, led me not — 
as a little child to receive its parental embrace; but enabled me to discover its nak 
jeformity, and recognize in all I saw, a lively reality of the vision on the Isle of 
Patmos. ‘* And 70. her forehead was a name written Mystery, BABYLON 
rue GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH,” and 
opine, the generality of rational beings, not immediately dependent on the Lady’s 
institutions, will agree with me in saying there is neither beauty nor utility within 
her borders. But is it so with the investigator of this work? Verily, No. The 
honest mind will find in it simplictty enough to render it capable of accomplishing © 
the salvation of man—principles that will elevate the man and expose the fool 
Ain all and through all” a spirit that will lead to virtue for its comeliness and 
peace, to eschew vice for its deformity and misery—in it an ORDER, the germ of a 
mighty power, to subjects clear and fair as the sun and moon, to enemies “ terrible as 
an arm with banners.” Its perfect. conformity with scripture being N ad- 
mitted, leave me no room here to offer additional evidence. I therefore ask my 
friends, who still hesitate to cross the threshold and enter the kingdom, Why 
stand ye in jeopardy every hour?” “Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord,” “ And ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost ;” Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the spirit in our 
hearts,” ‘* For the promise is unto you and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” i 
When I look around me, I do not marvel that many should hesitate for a season. 
Every thing that made religion savoury to men and worth contending for, has lon 
since fled. I have not oer the rock from whence I was hewn, nor the pit 
from whence I was dug. I feel to sympathise with all. I know that many have 
suffered much abuse, that A has been outraged by the scandalous course of 
those who have professed to be followers of Jesus. I know that my country, proud 
and boastful as it may be now, has been the scene of much bloodshed ; the wort 
the bayonet, the rack, the faggot, and the torch have all been employed in the 
of religion. Not infidel against christian, but christian against chri tian. I am 
aware of it, and did I not possess an actual knowledge that the God of heaven had 
sent a message of peace and salvation to the drooping sons of men, I would be 
ready to exclaim, ‘ there is no hope,” let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to-mor- 
rom we die.” But thanks and praise be to the matchless name of the Lord of Hosts, 
aday has dawned in which “ the meek shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the 
poor — shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.“ A light has burst forth, 
“though darkness comprehendeth it not,’ and those who have “erred in spirit 
shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine. Such 
things have been promised by inspired men: now we . of its fulfilment. And 
let him that is athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.“ 
Then shall they in turn téstify, that “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.” Amen. : | : B. H. STENHOUSE. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


Fatal Steam Boat Accident in America.—Destruction of the “ Belle of the 
west “ by fire on the Ohio. One hundred lives lost. | | 
im Mob Violence and Gross Outrage upon Women and Children: Threatened 
krermination of a Sweedish Colony in Henry County, Illinois.—The St. Louis 
Republican, after describing the affair at some length, says, * A people such as we 
hure desoribed, ——— children, are at the mercy, it seems, of an out- 
I ngeous mob. We did not 88 that Illinois could: produce seventy men in any 
me county who would willingly engage in such outrages, and particularly when 
de objects were women and children. The sooner they are driven from the State, 
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the better it will be for her reputation. The colony deserves, and should receive th 
instant protection of the laws, and the offenders should not be suffered to go un. 
unished. According to the latest advices, the mob had fixed the 6th ult. per the 
destruction of the village in which the colonists were located, but it is hoped thy 
this threat was not put intoexecution. It is certain that all 1 — to the authori, 
ties of the county for protection are in vain, and they have besought the interno, 
sition of the governor of the State—a request which ought not to be denied them, 
Great Flood in Canada.—In Toronto many houses, bridges, &c., have been swept 


ity Destroyed by Fire. —A great conflagration at the city of Laguayra, Vene. 
zuela, March 184. the whole with the exception only two building 
The total loss is estimated at 2,000,000 dollars. 

Destructive Storm. Sandwich Islands.—On the 28th December, a severe 
swept over the several islands of the Hawaiian group. At Maui the storm bley 
down twenty houses—at Wathee twenty-five houses were destroyed—the trey 
entirely stripped of their feliage—the sugar-cane fields much injured. In Keela anj 
seven or eight school- houses, several of them large and valuable, wen 
destroyed. At Makawas the meeting- house was destroyed. | 

The cholera has broken out in the military hospital at Havannah. A hurricay 
blew over the bay on the 30th February. veral small vessels were sunk. Th 
shipping and steamers were in t danger. Large trees were torn up, and som 
shipping and houses were struck by lightning. 

errible Catastrophe at Algiers.—Springing of a mine in the ey of Bab-tl. 
Dued, charged with 4,000 kilogrammes of powder. Stones and blocks of rock 
‘hurled with prodigious force amongst the spectators, striking persons at the distance 
of more than 800 metres from the quarry, whereby eight persons were killed and 
twenty-nine wounded 
An Austrian Correspondent of Lloyd’s Weekly London Newspaper says, a me. 
lancholy phenomenon, which always follows in the train of t political comm 
tions, is at present manifested among us. It is the extraordinary number of ease 
of mental aberration. Not a week passes in which several persons are not seized 
with this terrible 3 | 

The same journal has the following :—Attempt to Convert the Pope.—Dr. Tow 
send, canon of Durham, has repaired to Rome on a misson of a somewhat Quixotie 
character—with the hopeless task of endeavouring to induce the holy father to ter 
minate the strifes which now divide the Church. of Christ. To this end, Dr. 
Townsend proposed to his Holiness that he should call a general council to establish 
the basis of an universal cr It is, surely, a novelty in the annals of Romanisa 
that a Protestant parson should attempt the conversion of the Pope, and for tha 

urpose should bow before him, kiss his hand, and then proceed to wrangle in Latin. 

is Holiness, we are told, when discussing the question of clerical celibacy, inti 
mated that he had in contemplation a measure on that subject in the early part d 
his reign, but that now such an innovation would be dangerous, even did he cot 
tinue to hold that amount of power he at first 8 _ The interview was pre 
tracted over three quarters of an hour. Dr. Townsend, with a laudable zeal, lef 
with the Pope a document containing an outline of hig scheme. Preposterouss 
this may appear, this visionary project would seem to have made some impressia 
on the mind of his Holiness, inasmuch as, after the doctor had left for Naples, r 
holy father despatched a messenger to his residence to inquire the period of his aay n 
turn, with a view to a further consultation. | ie ＋ 


Dear Brother, -I send you the above gleanings as Signs of the Times.“ How manifes 
to the believers in sacred writ is the fact that a time of trouble is coming upon the eart 
that will cause men’s hearts to fail them through fear. When we take up one of the pu 
lications of the day and peruse its columns, we find them filled with accounts of robberie api 
burglaries, murders, suicides, thefts, seductions, and crime in all its forms, with a terril! 
array of “ dreadful accidents,” horrible calamities,” fires, earthquakes, &c., &c., to f 
up the soul-sickening catalogue. remain you brother in the bonds of the gospel, - 


Stratford-on-Aron, June lst, 1860. Joun Ju, 
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